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LEE TAE I find even your shamelessness attractive.
DAISY: I'm profoundly grateful for the compliment.

LEE TAI: But do not fear. I shall do nothing. I bought this
house because I like you to know that always, always you
are in my hand. Where you go, I go. Where you are, I
am. Sometimes you do not see me, but nevertheless I am
close, I do nothing. I am content to wait.

DAISY: Your time Is your own. I have no objection to your
wasting it.

LEE TAI: One day, and I think that day is not very far
distant, you will come to me. I was the first and I shall
be the last. If you like I will marry you.

DAISY: [Wtt& a smile.} I thought you had two, if not three,
wives already. I fancy that number four would have
rather a thin time.

LEE TAI: My wife can be divorced. I am willing to marry
you before the British Consul. We will go to Penang.
I have a house there. You shall have motor-cars.

DAISY: It's astonishing how easy it is to resist temptations
that don't tempt you.

LEE TAI: Sneer. What do I care? I wait. . . . What have
you to do with white men? You are not a white woman.
What power has this blood of your father's when it is
mingled with the tumultuous stream which you have
Inherited through your mother from innumerable
generations? Our race is very pure and very strong.
Strange nations have overrun us, but in a little while we
have absorbed them so that no trace of a foreign people
Is left in us. China is like the Yangtse, which is fed by
five hundred streams and yet remains unchanged, the
rivet of golden sand, majestic, turbulent, indifferent, and
everlasting. What power have you to swim against that
mighty current? You can wear European clothes and eat
European food, but in your heart you are a China-
woman. Are your passions the weak and vacillating